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Faith Wilding’s Natural Parables, presented by Anat Ebgi 

The most memorable works merged poetic symbolism with monumental form in immersive 

installations that embodied existential paradoxes and ancient avenues of resistance.  

Each year, Art Basel’s Unlimited sector illustrates unmistakably that the fair is not solely driven 

by the market but also deeply engaged with institutions and curatorial vision. Its monumental 

installations, sprawling paintings, towering sculptures, large-scale video and photo 

presentations and live performances not only speak to current artistic trends but also capture 

broader cultural and societal undercurrents. This was particularly evident in the fair’s 2025 

edition of Unlimited, curated by Giovanni Di Carmine, where the most memorable presentations 

fell into two broad categories: works that exposed the oftentimes nonsensical existential 

paradoxes of our time and works that served as avenues of resistance by anchoring in ancient 

wisdom and ancestral spiritualities that compel us to reconsider our position in the universe. 

Thus oscillating between rupture and ritual or absurdity and transcendence, Unlimited reckoned 

with history, ecological collapse and the possibility of collective renewal. 

https://observer.com/2025/06/sales-report-art-basel-2025-rothko-carrington/
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An example is Faith Wilding’s Natural Parables (1982), a twelve-part work that weaves a 

personal, idiosyncratic parable through large watercolor-drawing hybrids paired with seed pod–

shaped oil paintings on masonite. Her detailed, nature-inspired imagery intertwines with diaristic 

handwritten text and symbolic iconography, forming sudden visual and verbal epiphanies that 

connect ancestral knowledge with embodied awareness. Rooted in her deep research into 

female mythologies, paganism, Romantic poetry and alchemical manuscripts, the work reflects 

on women’s transformation, ecological destruction and the body as a politicized natural site, 

while underscoring the need to reestablish shared mythologies for a fractured world. 

https://observer.com/person/faith-wilding/

